
 

Fourth Sunday of Lent, Year A. 19th March 2023. Jesus can Open our Eyes. 

Today we celebrate the fourth Sunday of Lent, traditionally referred to as Laetare Sunday, 

meaning "rejoice” as it's in our entrance antiphon: Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love 

her. Be joyful, all who were in mourning; exile and be satisfied at her consoling breast. We 

are called to rejoice after twenty-six days of fasting, prayers, and arms given; we are left 

with 21 days before Easter. Rejoice for the fact that we are hoping for our redemption; the 

many efforts put in during this season of Lent shall not be in vain. The psalmist proclaims, 

"The Lord is my Shepherd there is nothing I shall want” Indeed, we shall lack nothing if 

we allow Jesus, the world's Light, to work beside us. The theme of light is found in the 

three readings: light is important in our Christian journey, which without we can not see or 

be Enlightened, we can not be free to carry out the work which we are called to do. In 

second reading St. Paul pointed out that once upon a time we were in darkness, but now 

we are children of light, let us live as one, not to be tied in the dark. 

When a dog is tied to a pole, it cannot be free anymore to walk around or run and, in most 

cases, it will stop it from expressing itself. When we let ourselves be tied up by things of 

the world, what people do or say and places that infringes on our ability to grow up 

spiritually, then we are not free, and we truly need someone to untie us or help us to untie 

ourselves. There is no other person who can help us in this regard than Jesus Christ Himself 

who came to set us free. The story of the blind man in the gospel testified to the fact that 

we have hope, even in our ugly situations and in areas of our lives that we can not change 

by ourselves, most especially the darkest or blinded side of us.  

The challenges we are facing today may not be a result of our shortcomings or a cursed 

inherits from our parents; it is so that God may manifest his power. Therefore, beloved in 

Christ do not give up or get discourage about your present situation that is hurting you. 

God is aware of our sicknesses and worries; don't be afraid simple because our so-called 

illnesses are term as "Terminal”. Of course, every living person has its terminus; however, 

God does not see as man do (Ish. 55:8-9). We see the appearance God looks beyond: 

everything that happens is teaching us something about life. If God can elevate a young 

man David to be a great figure and a man born blind to see again, your situation is not too 

big for God to handle! More so, we are called to do the will of our father in heaven not to 

tied ourselves thinking more about our sickness or life’ challenges. Let us continue to pray, 

enjoy life and give thanks to God for counting us worthy among the living. I wish you a 

very happy Laetare Sunday. 

Peace, 

Fr. Jingbe Simon  

 


